University Hospitals

University Hospitals Chief Diversity, Equity & Belonging Officer Celina Cunanan
Appointed Vice Chair of the Ohio Commission on Minority Health

CLEVELAND - The Board of Ohio Commission on Minority Health has appointed Celina
Cunanan, MSN, APRN-CNM, Chief Diversity, Equity & Belonging Officer for UH, as Vice Chair
of the Commission’s board of directors.

As Vice Chair, Celina will help guide the Commission’s goal of eliminating health disparities and
promoting health and the prevention of disease among members of racial and ethnic
populations in Ohio. She has served as a member of the Commission since 2020 when she was
appointed by Governor Mike DeWine and helped champion many of the Commission’s grant
distributions to community-based health groups. The Governor re-appointed her in September
2022 for another two-year term.

Established in 1987, the Commission was the first concerted effort in the nation by a state to
address the disparities in health status between majority and minority populations. The
Commission is an autonomous state agency, funded by a biennial appropriation, and predated
the Federal Health & Human Services’ Office on Minority Health.

“Celina’s appointment is a sign of the valuable contributions she has brought to the Commission
as a health professional and through her role as a strong advocate for health equity in the many
diverse communities that UH serves throughout the region,” said University Hospitals CEO ClIiff
A. Megerian, MD, FACS, Jane and Henry Meyer Chief Executive Officer Distinguished Chair.

The Commission’s governing body comprises 19 members. Nine members from among health
researchers, health planners and health professionals are appointed by the Governor. The
Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives appoints two House members, and the
President of the Ohio Senate appoints two Senate members. Six Cabinet Directors participate
on the Commission representing the Departments of Health, Mental Health and Addiction
Services, Developmental Disabilities, Education, Job and Family Services, and Medicaid.

“I am excited about the new leadership for the Commission as we continue to work
collaboratively with state agencies and health systems to seek opportunities to eliminate
systemic inequities and improve health outcomes in racial and ethnic populations and achieve
health equity in Ohio,” stated Angela Dawson, Executive Director, Ohio Commission of Minority
Health.
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About University Hospitals / Cleveland, Ohio

Founded in 1866, University Hospitals serves the needs of patients through an integrated network of 21 hospitals (including five joint ventures),
more than 50 health centers and outpatient facilities, and over 200 physician offices in 16 counties throughout northern Ohio. The system’s
flagship quaternary care, academic medical center, University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center, is affiliated with Case Western Reserve
University School of Medicine, Northeast Ohio Medical University, Oxford University and the Technion Israel Institute of Technology. The main
campus also includes the UH Rainbow Babies & Children's Hospital, ranked among the top children’s hospitals in the nation; UH MacDonald
Women's Hospital, Ohio's only hospital for women; and UH Seidman Cancer Center, part of the NCI-designated Case Comprehensive Cancer
Center. UH is home to some of the most prestigious clinical and research programs in the nation, with more than 3,000 active clinical trials and
research studies underway. UH Cleveland Medical Center is perennially among the highest performers in national ranking surveys, including
“America’s Best Hospitals” from U.S. News & World Report. UH is also home to 19 Clinical Care Delivery and Research Institutes. UH is one of
the largest employers in Northeast Ohio with more than 30,000 employees. Follow UH on LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter. For more

information, visit UHhospitals.org.
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